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WAR GRIEVANCES OF EGYPT

FOLLOWING the unsuccessful attacks delivered upon
Gaza on the 2/th March and the lyth April 1917, the
British fell back upon a line parallel with the Turkish
position. The local commander of the two operations
paid the penalty exacted from leaders who fail in the
field, and General Head-quarters, which had come up
to the battle area, returned to Cairo. News from the
front was vigorously censored, and the truth about
the first battle was unknown in Cairo for some days,
People were frankly puzzled by the contradictory
indications. Warm messages of congratulation, pub-
lished in the Expeditionary Force Orders from other
theatres of war, suggested a brilliant victory: heavy
convoys of wounded and the absence of prisoners told
another story. Only the actual participants in the
fighting were aware of the extent of the disaster : how
units had been wiped out, and how objectives had been
won one moment only to be abandoned the next. The
second attempt to drive the enemy out of Gaza was
even less successful than its predecessor. The Turkish
Command had made good use of the intervening period
to reinforce and strengthen their position, and again
the casualty returns made sad reading for British eyes.
Thus, facing one another, and separated only by a few
kilometres of open country, the two armies spent the
summer of 1917; repeating with roles reversed the
situation which twTo years previously had existed on
the Canal Neither side for the moment was strong
enough to dislodge the other from its defences.

But if the actual fighting in front of Gaza had gone
in favour of the Turks, they had little comfort to